4                              CANADA

The discovery of the New World hastened the dis-
location of the social life of western Europe which the
Renaissance had begun, and the Reformation was to
complete.    Until  then  Europe  had   received  nothing
from the fishermen's yearly voyages across the North
Atlantic save a greater abundance of the fish required
by the diet of Catholic Europe.    Consequently it is
doubtful  if it suspected  the  importance of  the  dis-
covery even  at that time, when  from  the "balcony
opening upon the infinite,"1 a few daring navigators
were setting out on the search for precious metals. The
first result of the search  for routes to the West, by
which it was hoped to reach Asia, was the real dis-
covery of America.    This  discovery  realized  in  part
only the dream of the men of the Middle Ages, who
had  long been  drawn by the mystery of  the lands
beyond  the Mediterranean.    Thus America  was  not
an   objective  in  itself     Once   recognized   for  a   new
continent, it became an obstacle which barred the way
to the East and which must be by-passed should it not
contain the gold that was needed by Spain, Portugal,
England, and France.    It was not astonishing, then,
that the Atlantic suddenly assumed a vast importance
and that the brigantines, frigates, and caravels of the
rival powers hastened to embark upon its waters.

France, the land that has always sought to expand
beyond her borders,2 France, "the fair eye of the
universe," "the preceptress of other nations,"'*1 France
was among those countries most interested in under-
taking the quest for a route across the Atlantic to the

1  As the poet, Eugene d'Ors, described Portugal.

2   Gabriel Hanotaux.

8 Marc Lescarbot, Parisian lawyer, and first historian of Canada.